
I ex~ect uost of you Know that this is the last Oread News to be edited

by me. (Che~rs all round !) • I've just realised it's 'xactly nin~ Jears

since I first became associated with itl~ production Now that does mike

ille feel old. Little Jid I realise then, as a keen young batchelor full of

new ideas, that I would b~ typing my final edition (or better trying ~o) with

two young sons swing.ing from either arm! '1hat did I do with my tiLle in those

days? (Less of those kind of com,nents Janes - you havn ,'t written me one line

in those nine years!).

I wish Pete Sc'ot and Chris Radcliffe all the best as they take over the

editorship aud production of the Newsletter. I'm sure they will have more

success in g0tting ?rintable a~ticles out of you shower - Pet's the tallest

man in " e Oread! I know all III .abers ,who know Chris and l:'ete. t who are

perhaps ~c of the b~5t mountaineers in the club at this time, will look

forward to their fresh enerj tic outlook which will be ,reflected in the

Newsletter.

~n final ap..Jeul from :ne to you all is to do all you can to s-qpport

the~t ke~p the articles und news flowing, how about a letter of two~ No matter

how k8en an Editor may be it is after all the members of the aread who 'Make'

a newsletter •

.tIares hoping you enjoy reading this one. It! s got sor.lG ,)f the bes't
I

mountalne ,ring articles ever to be written for the aread. Many thanks to

the writGr~ and also to the typists who so quickly responded to ,my cry for

help. ~vI9lly Pretty andl: Kath Towel in particular.

s you kn0W next year will be the areads ,21st. Harry .tJret'ty has taken

on the important t~sk of editing a Journal tracing the history of the club.

Iso n8xt year se~s the oficial opening of the Derbyshire Hut, which is to

be calleJ the Eric rlyne Iemorial Hut. It is hoped that Ivy Byne will be able

to go ~long to the cereillony.

C L U BN Go R g 1 )

The New year kicks off in grand style with an informal dinner and social

at ~akewell. There will be no speeches, you sit where you wisij. Come

along anl enjoy yourselves.

See you. Geoff dayes.



CASSrN ROUTE - N.E. FACE PIZ BADILE

Twelve noon, on SeUlday 3rd August. Celr saas-gr\4~d plans were
to take us round to a doubtf'ully cloudy zermatt. Then at
12.30.p.m. "speedy" Smith and mysel:f were o:ff' to what wc hoped
would be a sunny Italy, and the the dammed elusive Badile.
It was a snap decision, that set us of'f' on a 180 mile "bomb"
in the speedy Mobile. Over all those dreaded passes, to
descend f'inally the "splugen" into chiavena. We hopefully
drove the :final f'ew miles, up the Val Bondesco. The road
is normally banned to motors due to the massive Forestry
activity, the main hazard beinG a 50 :foot "Pit prop", on the
bonnet. However at the head of' the track the lay-bys were
creaking with cars. Stimulated With a quick brew, and a le~

of' Lesley's Dundee cake ( she bakes :food, as well as bod~~, we
set of'f' up the near vertical track to the Saas-f'ura hut, capped
out. l~e just beat the Grand-daddy of' all storms, to the hut
door. The Guardian was pleasart , rouGh a nd ready, and
surprisinGly younG. He was quite unmoved by the worsening
weather, ID-assuring us as we troughed our "Derby Stew"that
tomorrow, the SeUl would shine a 11 day. We cl:im1:5ed up into
the lof't, to f'ind we were to be sharinG bed space and tODorrows
route with Graham f'rom Ripley aIrl another chap. Both were
good f'riends of' Peter Scott. Having established common ground,
we turned in.

3.00.a.m. f'ound us trudging through the boulder f'ield towards
the North Ridge. our f'ears f'or the weather beinG dispelled by
the beautif'ully clear moonlit night. We were approaching the
f'aee by a new way~ Above the seeond snow pateh on the approaeh
to the dif'f'iculties of' the North Ridge is a pominent notch.
A gully descends, then a line curves across the :face, menaced
at one point by large snow blocks, until a crack system lcads
to the top of' thc pillar. below the :first diff'icult corner.
Some doubt arose as to which groove was which. "1e roped up,
and at the seeond go, Got the right onc - the third one on the
lef't~! The route then f'ollowed a weakness across damp slabs,
to the next series of' dif'ficnlties. speedy sailed up the 5 - 5
sup corners, in f'ine style, but we werc reGretting the f'act that
our guide to the route lo:ft much to be desired. It was rumoured
that MidGe h~d copied it out when dreUlk. most of' tre good gen.
being f'erried up f'rom'Graham's new Bregalia Guide book Which to
my dismay I saw f'alling f'rom his pocket as he was laybacking
'round a bulge below me. So, we were back to the grubby bit
of' p:::p er again. Some lovely traversing pitches led to a
weakness throuGh the overlaps which in turn open out onto easier
climbing that f'inishes at the "snow patch" which wasn't there.

We had a bit of' "nosh" and gazed up at what was to cane next.
Above a Groove capped by a large overlap, nearly ruined my
appetite, so I gazed around at the f'abulous scenery. The



storm of' thc previous night had added to the usual darw,):ncss of'
the upper two-thirds of' the f'ace. 8:J n.ow. with ·babolirJ.g brooks
splashing past, down the huge sheets of' gran}~e. back to wGrk,
and Speedy made the usual immaculate le.ad, I joined him 0.:1 a
one f'oot stance and he c Ol'lt inued up the Qc,mp gr'oove above, only
to gasp on the bulge as the water entered his pa:r:rts" Grlend::'d
climbing above, then sor.u knotted slir.{l:s indicated the e.:'Lif·icial
pi tch f'eatured in Rebbuf'at I s book" 'f~e pegs were ve:rc;{ '.H'lcomc,
but stirrups are not needed. The bulGe and groove acove rr.ake a
great pitch, and two more run outs took us to the start of' the f'inal
f'eature. A lone: groove line, d.eepening as it climbs the last
1,000 f'eet of' the granite wall, to meet the Nor'ch r·idg0, '[wo
slabby pitches, up river, with a good trickle running o:i'f' eaC~l

sling runner .• soon had us soaked, O'Lct of' the sun I deve::'0::.c8d
a shiver. The water r'unning down the pope f':com Bpee,ly cloing
battle with the bulge above wasn't helping, Several of' these
pitches continued to give us quite a dif'f'ic111t pnssage. untIl
a laet. gruelling waterf'all landed us on C8.ssin's Tra7erce l:L"le o

Hero traditionalists move lef't into the snowy central coulolr,
but f'eeling more like "wot lettuces" than pu:'ists, we tOGA: t;.'lC
cracks above. I f'ollowed Speedy up th1.s con-ci!luation, which
was no push-·over. 1'11"0 more rope lengths placed us nicely out
on the North Ridge in the slL~s~ne. 7~ hours from the f'oot or
the f'ace, and being just 12.30, p, m. - 24 hours f'rom Gaas-Grund.

The f'our of' us ro-united on the summit of' the Badile, descended
the South Hidge into Italy, and tho "Gianetti 11 Hut. V!e t.hen
f'ollowed ·the highly recommended roturn trip, over the Portilozza
Pass, round a huge moraine basin, then ovor the Trubinasca Pass.
This provcd to bo the ultillBte till'utch at the end ef' a long day.

Four and a half' hours f'rom the Gianetti, of' the croes cOlUltry
opic, to arrive at the saas-Fura Hut at dusk and a celebration
couple of' litres of' Chianti.

Nat Allen
------000------

Indocr Meet :)y Ray Callel1 G

The Largest crowd of oreads and guests craumed the Borrowas Scout Hall

to hear Ray and sea SO~D fine sliQ8s of his Alpine Fvrtnight. StQrting with

the tale of his training cli~b, rh0 walker Spur! Followod by tlle Pear Buttress

on Mont Blanc and then of corse the Eiger N. ~all. I'M sure that everyone

who has seen Ray's slides will agre~ th~t they ~ust be SQ,Je of the finest

eVer taken on th~ ~iger.

really ib.y".

In the :Iords of the :t'residcnt "not a bad fortnight



MAT~ERHORN NOR~1A D

By Peter Scott

Saturday, 12th July,1969

Ron and I attempted to ac'.imatise by clim~)i:ltj che Brei i.+n:cn (1.:',01)5 feet)
by its North Face. JIo technical difficulty, b"t tee CO~J"i.,,,"-1, efi""t ef heat
and altitude experienc.:.;d on this very sllo'"fY o.ll'! crumbli~lg ft1.t;e N8.S ::t~ laughing
m.:'..tter. I felt like dCQth, and Ron wO-s SUf;.::Li.... ing eVe!! !':K')'~: 0'?ca.Ll~e Cl 2. sera
throat und querulous stOi":ia ch ~ Tho sun \'las f.'lor(~:; less Oil tl1·,:; ':l)f,?.i" 61,'11'(:0 and.
the' sno\'/ lay thinly over ice u!' ro~.ten rock.. \.~:,; f::'na).ly r;~).. ~·: th€": 6'1r.i:i'!it at
E1idday and collap sed amidst th(~ toarists anJ til.::. ir guidG ...,.. 1:r.~ diJ5.;fH·.t to
Zcrmatt is 0 dim memory of slushy, terrific hC:lt G:1J Bm:;,) flh;;;., F.T,:'..-~ .J.ay ;\nc1.
Cl half we CQi:/cred G.\·lay from th0. Ell~ \'Jhl=:"c our bU.rnc 'f~c\:;:e e.u'l' cr['~ckcfl lips
oozed, dried and finally fle~cd. We'eventually passed ocr3~lve3 off as fit j

caught the te'lepherique to Sch,;c.rzee, :md walked up to the Hornli Hut.

Thursday, 17th July 01.00 hrs.

Turn,Q back after
face. f~rr:i.ved b:1.ck at
~-.rcnt to bud.

30 miz:utes due to soft sr:o,; c.nd Welt"", pO'lr:'.r:g do~m the
the hut just as the Hor:lJ.i te:nms "!ere having breakfast 0

Friday, 18th July 01.00 hrs.

The snow w~s still too soft but we decided to prQ6S on as far as the
bergschrund at the foot of the face. The traverse under the North Face involv8d
a slight' descent (15 minutes), followed by c. steep ascent mostly on snow and ic·,
to brea...k: through the seracs rend so up on to the upper Ilatterhorn glacier. An
almost horizontal traverse under the North Fc.c'" tmmrds the Zmutt ridge led in
",n hour to the only pl:\Ce where the b"rgschru:ld ~;,.,s climbnble. The first ",ttem~,.~

at crossing the bergschrund ended in cor-fusion ,,';hen one of the ,,-xes in the ujJpm.
lip flew out m1d I landed flat on my b~ck at Ron's feet. At the second nttempt
I m:maged to establish myself on the bottom of the snow/ice raBp which leads fv~

a thousand feet up into the wall. non joined me but the wall w~s not reredy for
us yet and we retrented back to the hut.

Saturday, 19th July 01.00 hrs.

,le moved silently "-'led quickly under the nON frozen mountnn 'Jall. Ou.r
tr~cks from the previous d~y were very usefu2 in the light of our he~u In8ps
and we soon rec.ched the point ut which we should have to crOES the bergschrund.
It \o[~s 03 0 15 hrs and still dnrko 1:!e put on OU.~ duvets and h.'J.d [\ bite to e:1t.,
At t,le first hint of the nppr-o",ching d",m "le st,,~'ted up the sr-oH/ice slope, stilJ
clilJbing in dlivctS !lnd 1)y the light of he~d tor;;2cs.. There v/ere no tracks but
the sno"1 ,ns good c.lld h=d and the dc.y d:w;neo. be~.utiful. Crampnn front pvi::lts
bi t \·!ell, cou:cd have moved together, but the woather wns Buttled c.nd ;le "'oren I t
tnking ch['.ncesj aftGr ()['.ch rope lenGth c. re['.sonnble bvlny could be taken by
har.1~ncring the ice axe into the slope.

• •• o •••/contd.
-1-
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/contd •••••••

At 08.00 hrs wc r~cched the top of the rasp ~nd it w~s neG~u5axy ~o

trecverse diagonally right for several rope lei1gths o"er band;:, of h=,l ice and
rotten rock. This section along the top of the Iamv was very e~posed to falling
rocks and ice. The daily bombardment had now commenced, but our progress was
slowed due to the necessity of having to cut occasion"l steps c.nd belay to ice
screws. We were never actually hit.

The couloir now c~me into view, 0 vague line of wcaknes~ and n streak of
glassy ice threading its way tortuosly down the right hand side of the tremend­
ous precipic0 which supports the shoulder on the Hornli r~dgc. We found it quitE
impossible to judge the relative size, distances, Dngles or inclinations of
features on the face except those in our iml~ediD.tc vicinity. \-le just aimed in
the genGral direction of the line of weakness and the route resolved itself as
we advanced. This was true of the route finding until we eQersed on the upper
slopes in the avenine.

l~l..t the foot of the coulcir \-/e climbed ~ rock \-1[\11 o.nd on n convenient
ledge enjoyed OUr third sn(lck of the day. \Ie W0re n"" about to climb the shqd­
owed secticn of the fecce ~nd throughout the r~st of the climb little or no
stoncfnll w~s e~countered, suve for th~t cre~ted by ourselves (which was quite
spectccular at ti~os).

The couloir feature vThich constitutes the clir.lbing line up the middle
sectiGn of the face is bounded .~n the left hand side ((lS one faces the mountain)
by steep Vlalls dropping dCI'm from the shoulder and Hornli ridge. Under these
w~lls lies the ribbon of ice. This drops from the level of the shoulder, at
first vertically and then less steeply for approxinately 1,500 feet before
shooting out down the snow/ice ramp. On the right of th0 ico are e~sier-

angled slabs up "hich the route lies. Gtill further to t"e right =e the ste,p
walls of Zmuttpfeiler, the stage for Bonatti's sclo ascent in wint~r. The S~~2

end in ~ bay backed by a steep wall slightly above the level of the Solway Hut;
the wall giving a grade ~ pitch.

This ~rt of the climb was the most interesting. Slabs, rocky ribs, snow
patches, ribbons of ice; wc clamb'''"ed from one to the other, hour after hour,
sometimes moving together, at other times running cut 150 ft pitches. Host
belays were just passable, usually pegs, but the climbing was never too gripping,
just co~tinuous. The scenery was very impressive ~~d the positions in which W~

fcund abseil slin6s Qwe-inspiring; rottinti slings on rusty Stubni pegs above
dizzy slopes which led nowhere but down over the icy precipice of the Zmuttp­
feilar. The grsde V pitch looked hard and took some time to overcome. Green
ice cra\!lcd do\"!m'T~_rds ever the vThole pitch from the slopes above, it wes also
extremely loose. Ran tip-toed in crampons, but had to take them off half-way
up when the olds becn~e too sm~ll. I had n trying time following in crampons,
po.rticulo.rly since RDn' 5 belny 'ltlC'..S very insecure.

.." •••,icontd.

-2-



/contd •••• ooo.

We were now able to break out on to the upper slopes which were e~sier.

Long groove systems led upwards and rightwards towards the Znutt Ridge nd soon
n line of steps appeared in the now powdery snow. This powder occasion lly Icy
over ice or rock slabs and this wes a little worrying since belays were now
virtunlly non-existent. Daylight was fading rapidly, but pitch followed pitch
and clways those little illusory pl~tforms which receded ns wc approached them,
until just cs dnrk~ess closed in W0 come to a ready-cleared bivou. c ledge just
big enough for the two of us to sit on. A oood hot meal, ~ few hours sleep cnd
then we climbed on up to the notch between the hrin summits. \'le rec..ched the
Swiss summit at 6 n.ID. at the begilliling of yet another porfect day; not ~ soul
in sight, not n sound••• 0.. :le had climbed the face nlc:me and \'le had the SUI:ID:1i t
to ourselves.

Pete Scott.

********************

ORE. DS I N S H 0 H T S

The spartan Hut was Jreatly appreciated

During a recent classic ascent of Great Gully on Craig y~ lsfa in wet condition

the followin.; two camlilents are printable.

"I thought I was slowing up with exposure but· realised it was just the

weiiSllt ~f later in my boots!"

On the final chockstone pitch Pete Scott was heard to remark IiI expected to

see a pair of hands grasp th8 jugs on the chock stone but all I saw was a pair

of boats! '

The Cw~EIgau meet was enjoyed by 11.

after a wet ay on the hLlls.

Ray Sav~er is the naw Ind)or Me~ts Sec.

Next Years 'inuGr ~ill be on S. tur ay November 28th 1970!

Harry !'r t~y has received ~ letter from ~lf Bridbe givin6 su~port fot the

Oreads 21st and Derbyshir3 dut.

wo Ne 'J G'.li~e Books f..-,t the Peak District sl auld soon be ::m sale. I'M not

sure which guides they will ba but think they will b~ t e Gritstune Baslow

area ~nd Derbyshire LiQ~stane. Se~ ~at_311en far details.

,... . J:

Camping is no londer allowed at North Le :·s far Stannage.
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For me, the saddest day of 1~c 'tarted in a simple crenatorium church yard

on the outslQrts of ~eeds. ~here climo~rs, runners and Folk singers from

the four CJrnclrS of ljritain sloNly gathered on this b183.k November day.

Then as Q ~roup moved sadly towards ta8 church, ~n~lin6 with grief stricken

relatives. It sud~enly oec~e ~ore terrible as hard en and white faced girls

unashamedly ~ept for the ve~ory of Beardy.

He was killed outright in a car crash on the 1'1.6 ~otorwayon Sunday

evening the 16th of NoveJUb~r. fhis remarkable person, who packed such a

tremend~us amount of good humour,poner,frienillliness and fitness into his lean,

almost fr0.il, barrel chested fra~e, was one of i'ilountaine-3 v -6' s 6'.rea t.est

character's.

My earliost recolection of ~ric Beard ¥as in the illid-fifties when

Dennis Gray's ~ustin Van ~round to a halt in the LLamberis Pass, the Back

doors fl"'. open, and out jumped a spiky haired charcter, blowing a bugle.

This ~as typical, and I do not think he really stopped blowin~ his buole.

For Bear y _us never happier than when he could entertain ,ith his 0 n brand

of witty tQl~s nd ~ell sung song's.

tie WetS a ._ember of the Rock and Ice for over 10 years. 1 s a mountaineer

he was 50od, and shon on both Rock anu Ice. A member of the A.C.G. he did

several ;.:>·reat cliLlbs in the Alps; 'l'he Cornice l'orth Face of the Cima- Grande

and such routes as thd Old rlrenv and the Froritier Hid-e on Mt. Blanc. The

best in rlritain have relied on Bear y's eternal fitness, and .his ever present

rucksac full of I Jar.l 13utties'.

dear'y lived in Derny for about a year, playino star parts in the Ilam

anto. To the eager chorous oirls he lost his underp~nts in'S,/ine Lake'

hen he l~yed the Court Jester. It was in the C~irnoor~s that Oreads re~e be:

him most. Not only for his dis~lays on the ski-slopes, but ~lso for the

happy nibhts 'out in '~eardys Folk Club' , when even a well cut Bur ess

crashing throu~h the swinJ doors, in the middle of a lullaby, failed to cause

Beariy to frown.

ae w s an outstandin Distance Runn,r, an~ held all the Hecords for British

Kountains. vnly this ye~r he has rtun J"~n-O Groats-Lands bnd, Leeds to London,

both for tdG Save t~d Children fund.The Roof of iales. III hills oVer 2,000ft.

Until we sa~ hi~ rec3ntly in the uovedale D~sh, where, typically after finishine
he retr c~d tue course, encoura ing the t~il ~nders ith a cheery lord. Later

that afternoon a group of us TIet hi in Dov2dale, Gut as usual on a training

run, he soon had us all laughing ith one of his epic tales, then jog trotted

off towards Lion ~uc. ith a 'Cherio Pal', a~d we all said Cherio to

Beardy tae ~lDin0 Clown.



HEATHY LEA COTTAGE, BASL€lW - PROGRESS REPOB,T.

Work in restoring and convertinG the c~ttare is nowwell advanced
and the acquisition o~ ~oam ~or the matraze~Jage, electrical
alterations, ~itting out with curtains, and further redecoration
'are the only major items outstandi.rl[\.

The 'fater Board's new pi:re line and pump installatlon is also
proGressine and during the next ~our vieeks or so work will be
goinr, on in the irrrnediate vicinity of' the cottaGe. Excavation
and layine o~ large diame·t;el' mains wD 1 make vehicular access
to the car park impossible for a t~':le, lolTld the space In fiont
o~ the cottaGe is liable ·~o [.lC occ-c~pied b;y' contractor's vehicles.

The terms o~ a seven year leas8 have now been agreed ~ith the
Esta'cc and a:;.'rangements are "SW in t"c·l'..s.nds of' the respectivc
solicitors. There would seeill to 1:,e no reason vh y the lease
shou:.<''' r,ot be renewed at the end o~ the period m d we propose
to iYo~'k 0:<1 t:'iis principle, 'though restrictinG any :furtmr
d'-'\i')lo:;"~lCl1t to the- barn attached to cottaGe and P"-U!S;J house.
Some :f:1irlY strair;ht ~orward \'10 rk conld make this D.'~9?, :lnb.abitabl.o
and increase the sleeping/eookinG ~8.cilitl.es o~ the c'.;ttage
Itsel~ by nearly 100%

The Estate have accepted part o~ the timber stack as a r.i~

and in return have had a ~ew tons o~ the surpluS SffiVll up ~or

our use as ~irewood. some o~ this is nOTI stacked "-Ulder the
stairs, in the yard at the rear m d in the lean-to porch.
There is still a cons iderabls heap ~.:l the open at tre top end
o~ ths car fark. Casual visitors arc asked to assist with
shi~ting the remainder under cover.

Hut books are now installed, and are kept in onc o~ the drawers
o~ the sidsboard in the kitchen. Much o~ the rcvcnuc should
come ~rom day ~oos and morribers arc asked most seriously to
contribute their l/-'s. 1~ they cook or park their cars etc.
A small stronG box is to be built into one o~ the walls ~or

collecting these ~ecs.

Ths cottage is now a co~ortabls plaee to stay and will ~e even
more so when ~oam is installed and wc have ~ixed curtains, lamp
shades, and h"-Ulg up a selection o~ Cread photographs and records.

It is the ccmm~.ttee's intention to ~cTnqlly Opeil the cottar;c on
t:w Sun3B.y followinG the J.970 A.G-. M. T'; wLU- r,',)b:'lbly be the
~::'rst f'or.=l even-c 01' i..{!.0 21st Al1ni.ve:'sRry YC'''~'<. '6'13 openir:g
0.;" t:i0 cottage will ostf.!.-:.:~Lish t.hs fll'S';; Tr:4'1gi:Jlo memc;:.:'u1. GO the
late };;p::'c Byne an 6. it vI!. 11 be s aneth:::'lt.; o~ all occasion.
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Thare L': nv\: plenty ~'f cut firew",Jd at the D~rbyshiT.·e Em; 0 ~~n co xe ur~d suw is

tu be pt .:clluse •

The Nelsh "[ut War-len rep.nots plenty .::>f bOJKings c::J.~:i_nb alun!S fur n xt year.

there will ulwuys be one r~o~ reserved euch block ba_king weelc end f~r Oreads o

:1, raffel :J.t t~1G 1 nnual Dinner raised buut!, 14.o.0d f:..r tne Der1Jyshire tlut.

l"fi18 Stone must be the first :1 ct:lber tu attend a club meat un his h,meymoJn.

He l~.l~d wJst b~rprised tJ find his tent su~ound8d by Oread tents (n the

S~turday ~orninJ! ~eaj yJur ~eets circular ~~X~ time Mick!

..... .2C!

The Irish lLunt""ineerin6 Club annuunc that the restrictions un t .: use of

their hut ~t Dunnywater Bridg8 have been lifted, and the Dublin secti n

say t at t eir tw~ huts are nJ~ ~pen.

wish tJ US3 these huts.

uetails fruill ~es Lanoworthy if yJU



VlA DBLI,A PERA

~.:'Lj?ete:;:, Scott

Tan minutes to midnightl Someone lis~ts u ca~d!8 in ttR tiny ~ivouac hut
\-J'hich cling,s to a ledge on Col de la FOUJ'cho? Fc'l'.'I':~.:;...1 i.np.; bodi':Js 0.::'·C ::"o"ced into
wake :C'.:1l18S,S • ~:!':E::t.'e is l·i t tIe c ::mverp,;, tiG!.l Cl.S:-'}:·l i.3 "'.J.c 0"; ,. cl Cl.r~:1 1:'.,.·']:'k.'acc
chokl';(1 C.O\\fh. 1':.<3..-:;11 man is OGCul-:>ied i':.;.+'~'. !l:'_!=i C'\",:1. -:;~-'0l.:,g~:n:, ~J.nd. t'J.'~ (';,jll".rJ~.ic'J.'L8d

business of ID.,::·Lng up boots a.nd Gl.'::dn:.;:,Oi.,':, in tlle co-.:I':;"J".0rt :,:;pace ef t.h ,; h1.·':c· o ·

Ran and. I are re~dy first. W::; .stuii11::>le ant in-::·" ·~~1O ~L:i.ght a:::1'i D'c),seil 150 ft.
from the hl.'t d001'\vay to a small J.e:igp... 200 ft 0: eJ.,j.i1lbing down well··£\'ozen snow
and then Ron leaps the ga:ping b0r2~[;Gll:cund"

ilComG on e-hicken, jumpl" he mutters as I hesitnte in the darkness.. I brace
myself and .Lnunch out into the void.. A second later it's all over and we trudge
Gcross the upper Brenva Glacier. f.\.noth0r bergschrund to cross nnd w=; climb
steeply onto the narrow crest of Col Moore. We luok back t.oWGTds the frontier
ridge. A dozen or more points of light c~n b8 seen dancing in the) darkness as
other pm·ties dGscend fr,>m Col de la FourchG and Plo'} n.ew hu;; un'Je:l' 'che Trident.
There 2rc many candidates for the Brenva todny~

Col Muorol The gateway to one of the grentest Alpine faces, Brenva,
plunging downwurds fror::! the summit of Nont Blanc. Far, far above Uf3 is the
living ice, crnwling imperceptibly down the ~ntle summit slopes before hesitat­
ing; awaiting the m, ment of its final cataclysmic slide to the Brenva Glacier;
any hour, o.ny minute ••••••••• any second. T\'1; hours of c'..ar~~ness art:; lc>.ft, the
coldest of all o We must reach the lowest rocks of the Poar rcut~ before day
break.

l]e agree that it will save time if we don't rop8 up for the lung tr~verse

across to the pear. Ron runs off int the night ffild ; follo~, traversin~ gently
downwards, relying m~inly on instinct tu show the way. Wo climb down into sev­
oral d03p ice ch~nnels; S0me h~ve stoop sides and we h~ve to Glimb up er down
in the bottom of them to find an exit on the far sido. It would be nico to he
able to cut a fow steps in the hard ico, but thclBc are dangcrous places and
there is no time. Cr;.'.DpU:rW scr~pe and squenk on the glo.ssjT surface "\.Dd thvll
1t!G arc b.:l.ck Gnt Sl:.ovl nge.in. -iun finds a north wall 11'~.ml~lGr lying in thG' snOvl
and tako sit \'1i th hil:l, it will be very useful to him in th,:.; hOU1~S to come>
\ve traverse lr..0re sn0W well below Eed Sentinel, across the ijain C0u.l.oir~ l;'llde.r.
Route Haj or, crnmpr.'rLS clattering .:md sp:lrking on rocky (;u.tc:;,~O~f.:', and t.hen cl:i.mb
di::-,gonnlly up\J.::1.rds to\>i.::-,rds the l<.;uer r,)cks at the I\;:1r. i\ nli.st.·:'.ko in t;18 dark­
ness ~nd we evell~u~lly hnve t rope up after tr~vurG~ng too f~r townr~s the
Ekpfc ~le:::' e T\!o pi t l~hes on stecp ice ;~md Ran h::'8 ne· I' J Y r ~ach,,·ci thL. !'0(;ks,

Suckl0nly .:::.n 0xcl':'~"1::.tiGl1 fre-m Ron 100 ft <.:\.'1::·,)V8 Gl0j In,s cJ:'~lm't'cL 11."s r,:r,)ken <:L'Yld
fallc~' c·:f:'f. Ho slides ::. f6~'! fe ~ t on the:ic but his 'lthc'Y.' ,'. j ,-.:XplJ;.l 81' i.ps and nJ.l
is B~~ud. ile cuts a few steps1 roaches tha r~ck, bcl~y~ and 1~ince MO up to
him. ;,.'(\ aTe still to;,) far to the right nnc1 I cranpc)l1 acras;; <:'..11\)t1 er ice slope
and bclQ~ on thl. rcctCs on the correct rGute. Hen simplJ pSEd-J.luma across the ice
und climbs the r0pe. ~e have ~rrived safely, nothing has f211en, we o.re lucky~

Ray ColllJge and Da1l BUI;ne urrive sh,-,rtly c..ftGrWal~cls. D.::n·Jll breo.ks cmd wo can nm·j
stnrt 0ur upward climb to the summit ef M nt Blnnc o

••• o •• o/cuntd~
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'de move together up c.n easy rock :lrete for nb·:ut 800 ft to Co point \'1here it
becomes herizcntal ~nd ~buts the base of the huge penr-sh,pec1 buttress. Ray and
Dnn follow a few rope lengths behind. The ground beccmes ~uch steeper and ve
climb more or less directly up tae centre of the Poer taking belays when necess­
ary. About 400 ft fr0ffi the top of the buttress Ron and I traverse left to the
right ho.nd edge of a sno\-I pc-tch, but the oth8r t'10 elect to traverse right onto
the steop side ef the Pe,r Buttress knewn as the ';Curto:i1". It is the last \-Ie
shall scc of them" fur nW.ny hours, but 1,;/(; nrc too involved vii th our Oi-/n problems
to worry ebout them. I climb the right hnnd side of the sno" field under a steep
r0ck vall, an vverhnnging chimney then leaus tu u stance. R~n leads through cnd
sheuts for me tc climb. I climb up and then reund a ccrner to find our position
to say the least, dramo.tic. vie are abuut 100 ft from the stCllk of the Pear but
un its left-hand side. Immedio.tely o.bOV0 is nn overhanging \'/0.11 of ice fcstooned
with icicles which extend for hundreds of feet down the side of the buttress.
The line of the rc-ute is, hmlev<:r, obvi'_us and I cli:;,b the next 100 ft vii th
:llncri-:y nnd ~lilcrgc Buddenly on the stalk af the PGnr at .:tn c.ltitucle of thirteen
a.nd 0. ha.lf thons:"'nd fe,~to n....·n joins me. I am O-ble to lenn over o.nd lock dOv!n
the other side of the buttress and am n.nazed to CQtch D.. glimpse of Ray and D~n,

two tiny figures hundreQs of feet below, dwc~fcd by ~ ~ost gigantic ice cliff
suspcnd~d in the coul...Jir on their side of the buttress. i-le push on up several
more pitches of mixed grvund a.nd settle dO\r.Jn to \'lnit for them.

T~e view is Me~nificent; the Eckpfeiler of the Grand Pilier d'hngle ~d

the long Peuterey arete on ene side :L"Id R .ute 1i11j0r in profile on the other.
The J 0rnsses, Drus, the ~Ii:'..tterh'~·rn, all o.re there in one magnificent pe..ncrnmo."
B ig Bob appe~rs en the middle snow arete of the Mnjcr towing Q whole string of
peuple beaind hiD. Greetings are exchanged nnd tha Brsl1va ech',es with the
shcuts ~nd laughter ef cur frionds; (thorl3 art; eight Yorkshiremen on the face
today); it's gre~t to be alive!

!~n hour 0.ncl a half xld three h~urs lr:.tcr Rr..y and D::.n h~vc n'Jt yet Qppe.~rcd,

they ar" still battling up grade V+ pitches on the "Curto.in". 'le decide to pr0ss
on as the snow slopes nru becomin~ difficult in the heQt 2f the sun and we are
only half way up the reute. Ahe2d lies Q lot vf mixed ground, snow slopes int­
errupted by rock rognons. Ron hCls only one cr,wlpon but does heve ,n 2xe and the
newly-:--...cquircd n .... rth \'/3.11 r..::::.r:lmor and we ngrcC' t~[\t I sh2.11 lec.cl en the snow and
Ron will le~d through on the reck. After several pitches on scft snow and over
e~sy r0ck stnirc~s~s, the slope stecp0ns and becomes icy. hn GdQ0d complic~tion

is n triple bergschrund Qnd 170 ft ef step-cutting is necessary. This takes some
time and Hey ::md :9Cln 0ventually c"tch us up. R-?n follows up the steps like an
ath10te on crutch..::s ,·!ith Ro.y una Dn...YI hard vn his heels. At last \10 ere rc-united
but the dif:iculties cvntinue. hftor ~nGther buttross 0. leng ice slcpe leads up
:\m,ngst the finul sero,cs. Another hlo pitches of step-cutting and then Ray moves
th:rvugh into the le a.d. \lhilc he cuts delicc.tcly out to the right v.Ja h£l.V0 time to
vie\-l cur surroundings. A sorc~c the size of D. skyscrr:.pcr dC·::lin2..tcs (Jur position
and I f001 very smnII. It is new f~ur o'clock in the Gft~rnoon and frc~zing.

Ny lcC'..thcr over-mitts ''lot frem continu~l cont0.ct vJith sno\" rlrc frozen hard, nnd
since R.".y h:ls talwn ovur a lot of the drive hus gone out of me. I D.m nml lust
in the party ef four and balc.ncing from:me step to the nGxt h"s b"ctJme 11 r"al
~ffc~t. Wc pled ~crvss a cangcr0us slcpe of windsl~b and arrive 2t the top of

........... /contd.
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Route Major. 10 step for G bite to cat but it is cold and we S00n move off.
Ro.y loo.ds the \'lay to Col E.--:.j or, a nine hundruc1 foot slDg .at aver fifteen thous.
o.nd feet in pvwder snuw. I ithnruw within myself nnd 'dog' Ron's footsteps.
Ray .:md Dnn stop t r take photographs on Col ~'io.jor but Rc.n and I press on over
the summit of f10nt Bl nc nnd down to the Vo.llot Hut. Big Bob I s Mf.1.jor team £!.rC

0.11 in 0. state f seoi-collnpse an 1 h ve dcci~ed to stay the night there. Ron
and I rest awhile o.nd vhen Rny :.'..nd Do.n arrive \'le decide to c<>rry on down to th.
Grands Mulets. The descent is tedivus but we hnve now godned 0. 'second wind'
and just as darkness falls we reach the hut, - tired, but happy.

Peter Scott.

*****************
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMP8TITION 1969
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This meet is becoming the rival to the Annual Dinner ~i the social

event of the year. By 8pm on the Saturday night the room at the Royal

Oak,in Bakewell was packed to breaking. Among faces seen were Brian

Cooke from the far North, Jim Kersaw from the South. The ",eet followed

toe recognised pattern with the Lanternist (Pete Janes) in an ine~riated

state but still capable of showing slides and our well known judge

DouglaE Miln"r on top form with his cutting comments and good photographic

advicet.

Abroad GeneralAction at flome

There were 157 colour slides entered in the competition and the

placings 'llere:-

Action Aoroad

1. Hay"s

2. Radcliffe

3. Hayes

1. Scott

2. Ro.dcliffe

3. Nat 1\llen

1. Dave .hlliams

2. Hayes

3. Nat Allen

dome General

1. Hayes

2. Kershaw

.3. Burgess

Cluu Interest (Judged By the President)

1. Radcliffe

2. Dave ,/illial!lS

3. iiandley

Hadcliffe 2nd (7points) *illiama 3rdThe result was Hayes 1st (9points)

,ith 5floints.

After the showing of the competition slides Douglas Milner gave a short

viewing of his own photography, this gave membei's at the back of the hall

by the bar vl"~ty of op~ortunity to add coments in a 'Milner' style.

A number of Oread's including the President spent tho Night at Heathy

Lea with j. ilner as guest. He could not be talked into s top,:>ing for the

working party on the Sunday. dowever quite an amount of work was done

by various membors and time was also taken off for cliolbin" on G:trdoms

and rlirchens, in thick fog~. Other Qembers camped cit Curbar and climbed

on Frog:ltt Edge.



THE FIRST ASCE'IT OF ALl RATNI TIBBA.

In the distance two tiny orange tents stood out against the snow,
dwarfed by a superb ice-encrusted aiguille. This was Ali Ratni Tibba, my
goal after weeks of preparations and a 6,000 mile journey half way across
the world. As our companions came dOvm from base camp to meet Dave and
myself the events that had led to this moment flashed through my mind. It
had all begun with a surprise 'phone call from Scotland early in February:
Ian Clough had had to drop out of the Scottish Himalayan Expedition - could
I make myself available? The Himalayas~ I was elated, but a little
bewildered as to how it could be arranged. Fortunately my company took a
favourable view of the project and gave me a flexible six week leave of
absence.

Preparations for the expedition had begun months before, but a
lot remained to be done and I enthusiastically threw myself into the task
of helping organise our food and equipment. Funds had come from the
M.B.F., the Gannochy Trust and our own pockets, but as with all
expeditions run on a "shoe-string il , we still depended on the generosity of
many firms to help us vuth supplies. I had a special problem in arranging
my own journey to India as I could not be away from work long enough to
join the overland party. Fortunately the R.i .F. agreed to fly me out to
Bahrein and back. So on I,jay 5th I set out on what must be one of the most
rapid journeys to a Himalayan base camp on record~

An eight-hour flight in a Transport Command VC10'took me from our
lingering spring weather to the tepid heat of the Persian Gulf. ,Two hours
later I was off again on a commercial flight ,to Bombay and Delhi. Then an
overnight train across the vast plains of 'northern India to Chandigarh,
followed by a tedious twelve-hour journey in a ramshackle and crowded bus
to the village of Raison in Kulu Valley. I found my way to Jimmy Johnson's
prolific orchard which, as with so many earlier expeditions, was our valley
base. l.Jaiting for me Vias Dave Nicol, a friend from my University climbing
days and a member of tha party which successfully climbed The Fortress in
Patagonia last year. ~Je snatched four hours sleep and then set out on the
three day journey to base camp to join the other members of the e~edition

- leader Fred Harper, a climbing instructor from Stranraer and member of
the Edinburgh 'Squirrels', his wife, Marjorie-Anne, a..l1.d Jim HC1\.rtney a
printer from Aberdeen with an impressive list of the hardest Scottish ice
routes behind him. hlthough they had left Britain a month ahead of me,
they had set out for base camp only the previous day, accompanied by our
two high altitude Ladakhi porters - ~!a..Tl.gyal and Zangbo, both veterans of
the 1961 Derbyshire Himalayan Expedition - and 25 local porters recruited
after 3 days of haggling over wages.

From Bhuntar a few miles south of Raison we had a riotous jeep
journey up the Parbatti Valley which after two successive punctures left
us three miles short of our destination, Jari. Completing the distance



_ .. _/ "l ••

with monstrous packs weighing nearly 100 Ibs. flattened us, so we recruited
a coupl.e of porters .to ease the burden. The approach march lay up the
t-!allana Nullah, a long and incredibly beautiful valley rising steeply at
first from the Parbatti and then tvusting among the outlying pecl<s to the
foot of ~he glacier that reached up towards our peak. The first day's
march was up, a magnificent gorge and the path zig-zagged relentlessly
5,000 feet up to the remote hill village of Hallana at 10,000 ft. It was
this village commu~ity that had provided the porters who had carried the
exped~tions food and equipment to base camp. The older men and womenfolk
who rem~ined gathered curiously as Dave and I walked wearily towards the
village. We remembered that Bob Pettigrew had been 'fined' for walking
through the village in leather boots which broke the religious custom, so
cautiously we walked round the perimeter. Nevertheless we received a very
friendly welcome and were given pride-of-place in the headmans house which
we shared \v.ith mice and sundry biting insects.

During the second day we climbed higher up the valley through
pine forest, across 'alpine' pastures, frequently finding patches of winter
snow that was lying late this year. le camped that night and next day
climbed above the tree line and on to snow. Finally we saw base camp,
perfectly sited for our attack on the mountain.

The camp was situated further east and at a lower level than the
site chosen by earlie~ expe~itions, directly 'beneath the west glacier of
Ali Ratni Tibba. The Ma}l~a river lay about 200· ft. below and then there
w~s a steep rise of 500 feet to the more level part of the glacier which
reached up for over two miles to a 1,200 foot ice fall. Above this was the
col from which we expected to make our attempt to climb A.R.T.

I had arrived at base camp only 5 days after leaving Britain, but
a reverse in the weather frustrated further ~ctivity. A continuous series
of blizzards for the next four days kept us confined to our tents for most
of the time, although in a lull on 13th ·iay we laboriously ploughed a trail
as far as the level section of the glacier where we pitched a tent and
established a dump of gear. On the 15th we were able to start load
carrying in earnest. The snow lay deeper than ever and of course a fresh
trail had to be made. ~ith 80 lb. packs and frequently sinking to our
thighs in the snow it was difficult to absorb the grandeur of our
surroundings when putting one foot in front of the other was a painful
exercise. tIe spent the first day taking successive loads to the dump camp
and on the two following we ferried all the loads to a camp established
below the ice fall. The weather, however, remained unsettled with brief
storms in the afternoon and on the 18th blizzard conditions returned for a
further two days. Base camp routine was by now well established:
conditions were cold enough to keep us in our sleeping bags most of the
time play:Ll'lg chess, scrabble or just yarning. Days usually began v.ith a
grin-l'ling Z~oo, qne:o:-ying IlTea, Sahib?" followed a fc'." minutE'S latp.r 'v.ith

.:.



chapatti~ and ~l - a lentil curry. Several times during the day we would
clear the snow fro'll i he h::·:.:t:. c.=i: -:hnally in the evening trek across to the
mess tent for Wa4_~al's further contribution of dahl, this Gime m~ae with
rice. The poor weather ~AS frustrating, out we were in good spirits as
enforced i~activity nan its compensations_

May 20th dawned brilliantly clear and we were anxious to take
advantage of the fine "ieather to press ahead ,-lith the pack carrying. The
recent s.'o:·' was avalanching off the pe~ on either side of the glacier but
our line se..med safe enough. Once again we had to force a fresh trail
through the ~now, although by now we were quite fit. Jim was fittest of
all and he f;:lrged ahead while the rest of us rested at Dump cc¥np. Suddenly
a freak ayalanc~e slid silently across Jim's tracks a few yards ,behind him
and only 20 yards in front of us. It was a wet snow avala..l'lche and would
have offered little chance of survival had we been caught. It was ~

salutary experience.'

The weather held fine and we were in a position the next· day to
press ahead from Glacier Camp up the ice fall to the col. Here we planned
to establish an elaborate camp with an extensive. snow cave .which would
offer us a retreat in case of fresh storms and a change from the confined
space of the tents. From this advanced base we had plapned to tackle the
- anikaran Spires and also the peaks around the head of A.R.T. East Glacier
as training routes before our attempt on .R.T. itself, either by the
south face or by the south face to the west ridge. The true right bank of
the ice fall was so heavily banked up with snow that it presented only a
simp~e snow slope and we encountered no problems. A short..distance below
the col we began work with a variety of shovels and an ice-saw to
construct our ice cave. In a few hours a fair sized cave had been
constructed and we dumped the loads we had carried up and then returned to
Glacier Camp. We were extremely optimistic that we could now make rapid
progres.3 after the initial set back of poor weather. The following day,
May 22nd, was however' to prove a fateful day for the expedition.

Jim, Dave and I set out from Glacier Camp at 5 a.m. The intense
overnight frost had stilled the avalanches and made the going on the
glacier quite straightforward. In spite of 60 lb. loads we made excellent
progress, although at 14,000 ft. we were feeling the effect of lack of
oxygen. Dave was making the tracks, Jim and I brought up the. rear.
Suddenly Jim broke through a crevasse and fell from sight. The crevasse
\.,ras vast, 10 or 15 feet wide in parts. Jim had fallen 80 feet on to snow
bridging a narrowing. Below him the crevasse reached unseen depths. The
others following behind reached us in a short while and we set about
bringing Jim out of the crevasse. He "Jas in some pain and struggled to
prevent himself blacking out. Nevertheless, he spurned the Uge of
prussickers and chose to climb out using his gully axe. The final few
feet were overhanging so he simply pulled himself up the rope. iiarjorie­
Anne administered pain killing drugs and the Ladakhis escorted Jim back
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to camp, while Dave and I retrieved his pack.

Jim had been relatively lucbJ, but he had nevertheless fractured
ribs close to the lung which caused him considerable pain. He spent a day
in camp but it was clear that it would be necessary to evacuate him down to
Kulu Valley as he would soon suffer from the rigours of camp life and,
anyway, he could take no further part in the expeditiml. lie contemplated a
stretch0r carry without enthusiasm•. However, Jim insisted that he could
walk out with just the two Ladakhis to help him. Fred decided that he and
B.A. should also accompany him. This left only Dave and myself high on the
mountain and in a position to go for the suwmit. J.iorale was low. 'e/here a
few hours previously we had been confident of success, now a successful
ascent seemed unlikely. \Ie discussed the situation at length and finally
decided that it was feasible for the two of us. Nevertheless, when Jim went
down o~ May 24th accompanied by the other' four members of the expedition,
Dave and I were more than a little apprehensive.

During the day we collected all our gear together with food for
three days. As the col camp had not been established \;e prepax:ed different
plans for the ascent. Running diagonally across the west face was a vast
icy ramp that led to the point where the west ridge steepened to a vertical
wall over 1,000 feet high. It was an obvious line but we had previously
rejected it because it appeared threatened by avalanches. Now it was our
only hope of reaching the summit.

Late in the evening we saw two figures returning up the glacier to
~e were surprised but pleased to find that these were Fred and
had accompanied Jim to Base Camp where he had insisted on
without their assistance. ,.s the arduous part of the ascent was
they had let him have his own way and retUlned to join Dave and

At 4 a.m. on llay 25th we set out across th~ hard frozen glacier.
Soon we reached the foot of the ice ramp. 'le moved. in ropes of two and
steadily, pitch after pitch, we climbed the ramp 4,000 ft. to the point
where it joined the west ridge. Below us vertical granite walls dropped to
the glacier; above us ice-plastered walls. \le crossed frequent avalanche
runnels and had no doubts about the consequences if an ice-field should
break loose from the walls above. Dawn arrived and revealed a new
panorama of peaks, but "e pressed on and encountered no problems so that by
10 a.m. we had reached the notch on the west ridge. Here we rested and
enjoyed the view. A fantastic sight greeted us. These rock and ice
aiguilles seeCled to belong more to Patagonia than to the Himalayas. Facing
the ea8t ridge of A.R.T. across the Pass of Obelisks, one aiguille presented
a face as big as the west face of the Dru. I~l seemed more se~ious than the
training peaks we had expected of them.



Above us 4,000 feet of climbing separated us from the summit.
series of granite buttresses were seParated by snow fields. The climbing
\'las superb: Chamonix type granite gave us the familiar strenuous type of
crack climbing, frequently slippery with ice. T' e difficulties ..ere
3ppropriate to a:J. Alpine Grad of D-sup. but now 'le also had the insidious
effect of altitude to contend w~t~. Every move demanded a special effort;
we gasped breathlessly over even the easiest moves. He had only one
thought in our mi-~ds - to reach the summit. But as the shadows lengthened
it \-IaS clear that vie \vere not to reach the top that day.

Now we started 1001cLng for a bivouac site, but on this mountain
they were hard to find. Pitch followed pitch and still no ledge appeared
big enough to accommodate us all. Eventually we found a site. It was well
enclosed on three sides and would afford us some protection in the event of
a storm, but ~he main disadvantage was that we had to sit on snow. \Je
donned all our do~n gear and after an unsatisfactory meal settled do~m to
bivv-y at 17,500 ft. So far \...e h d been luck:;, with the vleatherj there had
been no afternoon storm, but now thin wisps of cloud were sweeping round
our bivouac place and we were apprehensive about how the woather would turn
out for the follovring ~ay.

';le were very fatigued but vIe slept little as the coiLd penetrated
our clothing. However it remained fine and as soon as the sun reached us
the next day we hastily prepared for the final ascent~ Five hundred feet
to ~he summit and no great difficulties in our way. Two hours later only a
thin blade of rock remained to be climbed - a fine summit to a fine .
mountain. There was not room for all of us, so one at a time we climbed to
the highest point to be photographed in turn. The time was 10 a.m~, the.
date t-iay 26th. Ali Ratni Tibba had finally been cli'nbed.

There was no great feeling of achievement. The views were
breathtaking, yet not perhaps so fine as lower on the mountain where there
is nearby perspective. There was no time. to relax as the storm clouds were
building up and \\fe had no wish to be trapped on the mountain. The descent
began uneventfully as we descended by an interminable series of abseils.
~e followed the ridge as far as the notch, but we had no intention of
reversing the rawp because of the objective de~gers. Instead we descended
the south f ce by yet more abseils. nS \'le feared a storm broke over us,
but we reached the site of our half-finished col camp safely. .fter
collecting the gear \'e had left there several days before, \...e descended the
ice fall. The surface of the glacier was in a terrible state after the
effect of the sun and it v..as wearying \...ork crossing it. I, e finally
stumbled into camp at 8 p.~. Our ropes and gear were carelessly dumped and
we collapsed into the tents totally fatigued.

At 18,031 ft. Ali ~atni Tibba is no Himalayan giant, but we had
nevertheless succeeded in our aim of climbing it in Alpine style without



the build up of supplies on the peak itself. Other unclimbed peaks were
waiting to be climbed, but with the expedition 3 men short and with the
anti-clim~x after our ascent, we had little choice but to return. Eight
days later we arrived in Kulu having evacuated our camps and then walked
out over the Chandra j;hanni Pass, leaving Vlar..gyal to organise porters to
bring back our gear. Chores remained - collecting the" gear, paying off the
the porters, reorganising the van for the return" journey. But for me the
expedition was soon over. I motored to Delhi ,ath the others and then
after a few days enjoying some of the night spots and "tourist attractions,
I returned to Britain by plane via Bombay and Bahrein.

Chris. Radcliffe.



VJALKJ~R SPUR

and

EIGER N6r~'rH v/i.LL 1969

Fur several ye~rs I h~~ boen h0ping to get n the ~<lker 3pur of the
Gr~ndes Jor~ss0s and the North Fnce of the Eigcr, but the chanc0 vf finding the
rir;ht .0'1thor in shrrt h"litl:.... y SeeIDev. rei~L te 0 In particul.'1r my climbing
c0mp~niJns, being m,rric men, w-re not int~rested in what th0Y ccnaidere' the
danger'~us Eiger Face climb. This ye r I felt cert'1in the weather wGul~ be kind,
but my expected climbing c 'upnni'n, Eric lnllis, h,d '11ru'dy t~lQ me th~t his
wife G.id n.;t \\Irmt h': to '1t· .;mrt the i~iger. I hGiJed h0 1;1 ul,.l ch~~ge his mind
if the we~ther was g00d, but in the event he wns unnblv to travel to the Alpes.

~t Ch0~onix I et Dan B cne equ lly without a pnrtnero He was so fant­
astically fit h~ s id, th~t he w~s re~dy tJ tackle the Grnndes Jornss0s by the
Walk~r Spur os 0 first climb. I believed him, f0rgetting the possibility f
yuuthful e Ithusio..sm, CJl'l eventu'llly decided it W~Ej ::.. chance t.JO g od t miss.
i.nother less r vmrmii g-up climb would be pr0ferQble, but Cl' uld we o.ff rd to
risk the we~th8r rGmnining fine? On July 21st we w~kell up the Lescheux Glacier

nn set fuot ~n the lcwer r0cks of the Walker Spur. 10ng UPW3r~S travorse 0n
easy ice and rock, cro.m~G~S sn feet, t00k us tJ n culishtful Vitch 0f y, then
darkness fc·rced :t biv _u" c m t:L.ny ledges. I b(;vu us I;]1'.'S the; gr~;1n bivc.. U::l.C 10dge
we wcnted, but this w~s fully occupi~d.

Nt:xt ffivrning '/C climbe 1 the Hebuffo. t crnck '1nd the big diedre, finding tho.t
wc WGre n t ~s fit ns Wv th ubht. Or W'1~ it b 'cnus~ !G h~d unwisely ov~rt~ken

s'me very fit clil!lbers ill their biv"uo.c, .:md pressure frl'ID the!:! nu...1 inclini: 4 us
tu climb th~se tWG pitchos fnst0r than uur r lativcly unfit bcdi0s cfluld m~n~ge?

Frc!ll then ·.n \'/0 climbod nt ~ sl·J'·](H r'1te,;, 11· wing ~.ll th\,; fitter crtics tu
avurtak&. We unjeyed ovary m1fficnt, every bit )f rock so\,;ming tu ",ffor n ~iffur­

ent pr ·ble:ill, n.ncl \,;ur (.nly rvg:'(.;t W.'.S that vie had n·t b.)c;n nble: tc; d .. , 0. training
cli12b t ".lnko th 8ff ;rt e::-.sior. By th~ tir;lc 'tie re~.cb..!.' the pcnc.ula 'md the
Black sl.'1bs, ltlC h, d rec"v,.. red fr.m cur to h'ls:ty eff'~rts on tho twu m'1.in pitches
bell'w, ~mr1 thu Black SlClbs am the Grey T0vJt;r gavv numeruus pitches of delight­
ful r.c!~ climbing, nlth0ugh in 0ur untr ined St~t0 it w~s ~ l'n~ time before we
arrive \ nt thu tG~ uf thG Grey Tower.

'Vlc: r·.:stcd f~r v/hile, then curri·d ..:n tu the foot -f the chimney \·/hich
splits the R d Tow0r. Twu ~ther clim~ors were hnving consi " rnble difficulty
here, nnd so fearing t~ be c~ught by durknoss in the chimndy ~e sottled far our
S0C nd bivuu~.c "'.t the fIt. It w~.s ':' very c~lcl ~.n.l uncuaf tGble night.

Noxt day we climbed icy r cks to n.rrive nt the: summit nt 12 n",on. D::m h::td
r-vised ' is G'"1.rly 0sti;;1,~.t...: (,f his fitn,.;ss, ,ne". by nO"l \-Ias h'1ving difficulty
in lifting "In f.: t '1b Vi?; th other. ':J:..; b_'th :'3rec..d hI\,; sh0uld l1:Jt hnve g.... nE:;
on the Wnlker without dJing prcvi'us training climbs, but 2S th- we::tther now
worS0n d I~ fclt glad re hnd d~n~ so.

/contd.o •••••
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The \'lCnther c ntinu(;d uncort:'.in, even th uo5h \'JC sno..tchod :l. rcute on liont
Bl ne. How ver, :\ ch-mc0 rem-:trk r~_ise'l the; EiS"r questivn :md m~,le me eX"U!line the
excellent ':!0.::ther chart in the Cham.·nix tourist -fficG. It seemed t:.; offer better
we~ther, with nly short thundorst~rms, in Switzerlcnd. H~s it worth risking Cl

lcng drive b. Grindehmld? lje th10ught it \'JaS, .:-'nd 50 .::ff we \./ent through heavy
t0urist tr::tffic, a.rriving lGte. Next i!ljirning vre m.:ede c. much too hurried visit
to G foou. sture before sutting for Alpiglen by m'Junt~,in rn..il~v.:ey.
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The \'l'"'.lk t t':c. f _t (..If the Eig r north ·,.:ell 1,/'.S [l L .. isurcly ..... ffc.ir, r'..S ·.;~s

the ,",-scent of the first p"-rt CIf the f..-cc .hove th riraay<:;. Th Difficult Crt'ck
h01tJcver \-;'"'-s rt "'I::terfrtll. i.rriving ~.t l'h TIi::1terst ..... L,ser 'i'raversc \'le. p2.sseu. thr~ugh
c. curtc.in 'f \l~t r fer sever 1 yar's. Thus \./ arrived ,'-'.t the S'·Ia.llvw' s est
bivouac quite "'Jet. It l(JGf-.' '~uGust 1st c.nd sc tho..t cVvning W1.S enliv;::ncd by the
usual displ ,y of firewurks in Grindehnlo. f,~.r bol:;\v us.

~ext dc.y ~c c0moonc0d the scriuus p::trt of the r~ute. The first icofield w~s

e.:esy but the rucks ::.nd Ice HrJsc IThich fall \'Je~.. , \;lure not. The s cr.n-' icufield
\'JUS .:\ls0 e<lsy, with s ft an,:\,! under which \'Ie insvrterl icescre\'/s for belQys, "nd
,vi e bmlds ~f b.:ere ice giving rtmsy cr ~.lp.n w.ork. UnexjJectodly Dan pr ,ve tu be
in xp rienced at this s~rt vf w8rk and progress .QS surprisingly sl~w. Our
nrriv~l ~t t_· Flat Iron WGS the sign~l f r & consider~blc bombardment of stones.
le h~~ h'd the: odd stGnef~ll all th8 way, but this w~s vury hc.:evy, with nll
sorts ~f scrc~ming, whining stJnes hurtling p.:est. The nscent t .• the Flat Iron
was nJt e~sy ~d ~0 f0und it best t, rush.from bulge to bulge in between st0ne­
f~lls. B . th~ time we .:errived at tho Denth Bivounc the mist wns s . thick wc
CGuld 80e n~thing, ~nd we ·eci'cd .:eg~inst feeling nur WGY ~cross the 60' third
icefi·ld l00king fJr th0 R~DP, wh~t vcr th~t W~8. The mist continu d and we
decidnl t: biv~unc in the curnp ny of tWG Swiss wh hetd caught up with us. The
mist liftad just bcf~re sund0wn to reveal th Ramp as nn unox~ucte~ly steep gully.
~ cold night sG.:eted on snow in my cns~.

The 31iss climbers, dispensing with a brew' f to'"'., were ~way first. Follow­
ing L.t.,:, \oJe cr:...ss-'d the third icefielc1.. to a peg boley in the r_ck vl~ll. Dnn then
d~sccnded the ice to wher0 he c -uld m0ve u1' the initial snow and ice in th<:; R.:\mp •
Unfortun~tely h missed pe6 bcl~y, r ....n out ~ll thv r' pe ~nd t10n pulled up on
0. lc~vc vf ice, which n.:eturnlly broke. The f~rce ~f the jerk Ihen he renched the
limit ,.f his fall, knocked off my h01met. F'rr)m then;n I wo.s n'Jt so brnvc when­
ever a stune f011, o.s,- I ho.d unly n b8ret fr'r pr· taction.

The R~~P went vary well with D~n making short w ·r~ 'f the very difficult
\'Jet chiJ'imey, \ITith rucks~ck on. f. fter th~t fatigue set in and he sblved dO\'!D

o.;..nsid r~bly en the sn, \' slope '"'-t the t .'p of the R:'..Plp. He picked t~ h ,k '"'-
g .... ou. l,_-:~ f the l)itch f V to the Tr v..:.r c . f the G· _~s, \'lhich ,.,e found free
Of .snow. C~.re ::.S needed th'.ugh, en 10.... 88 scr c -n n·:l.rrvW ledgl..'s. erhe
exposure w s exception:'..l. On o.rrivGl at the Spider wc felt 0. quick d.:\sh was
essenti 1, but Do.n w~s not ,ble to m.:ekc n quick ~nsh.
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TLUS'-] t_.k rnthc;r l·ng 'n~ t'1. ·h. c'1.er . S qU1.\; csl ... ::.y 1..1

the t. p ,f th ice; sl'Jp,:: 0 de: \-fC ..: hI t alto th~ i ..<;t ,-.f
.' en ~ tr .... '_n" ,us sn vlS'torm t.ccx,,~rt;c1 'it:, ligl1tni!1go .mit

w..;rc; fu n",lling ,,1. the gu2.1i",s.

n '-'/0 r i v..:: . t
the u rtz Cr~ck

'.. t rf lIs _I sn·.,,\l

.Iter h:\lf - h UT r s_ it Sl; .pp~:. ~ cl
ir: th ic c ..Uti ns. .1; t~... 'i- - ..... .., -rt he
c,sy g .·v..... _ ~-~e .ur t ira biv u-c s.,r~ly

c _v",re' lc{\~\,;, viith nly s up, t "'. .....n. s E'1X t ....
st ro e \. ul':' ~ -.V. :.. 'Le the su~ .it t -.t ,~ y.

m-.de e.. fi!l0 1 -.d ' f t 1. cr,ck
tc:nsic..n-'traverscd int· ~Jther
-ft0r tu"'.t, s0~ted on snow-
s st-in us. But f r th~ sncw-

xt c;,:\' t itL n. f;j ,~'l, '0 h (~ tJ b t~lc 'it sev rely ic-.:.. -up rocks
le' ~ith ne 1 s alii ....ne'" t:iUS it -s 5 "".m. b f-:,r0 we l'e~che the. 6U iioit. 'le
sl'pt thnt nig t in the Kleinc Schei~.... ~g,. ft~r q hot shower •

.~ y Cvllec gl.
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"THE DRU"

By Ray Handle.y

The first time I visited Chamonix, two English climbers had just made
the first English ascent of the North Face of the Dru - these were Bourdill'o~

and Nicol. Ten Year's later we met Whillans and Bonningtc-n at Montenvers after
their success on the Bonnati Pillar. To climbers that visit Chamonix, the Dru
always beckons like a finger, it's so beautifully symmetrical and full of
different moods. I, personally, have always wanted to do the North face, it
always beckoned but never seemed pos"dble - e.t least to me.

This year things were different - firstly we never considered the weather,
even from England - we viewed the weather as being perfect which when we set
off, it "Ias - fitness we w"uld get on the route, besides it 'IaS a pitched route
and rests could be taken on ledges instead of that dreaded moving together.
So it came to pass that July 20th, 1969 one of my climbing ambitions was to ~
realised - "THE NORTH FACE OF THE PETIT DRU".

\-Ie left Chamonix at mid-day under a cloudless sky Imd creaking shoulders.
It was pleasant making our way to Montenvers by rack railway, but between Derek
Burgess and myself, light-hearted banter was diffiqult. We crossed the Mer de
Glace and without difficulty ascended the !3tream in t;he Gb.cier bank. The views,
usual to Chamonix, were magnificient, but the wpole effect was heightened by the
Azelea.s and luxurious heather.

Before us towered the
North Face with the Niche
strode.

Dru, it changed shape as I~e moved around until the
was directly in view - we had our tarGet and on we

The bivouac near to the foot of the face was pleasant - arrayed behind a
boulder w.ith amaller stones as a low w"ll to comf.lete it - I felt slight altitude
sickneSS which passed with time while Derek prepared our meal. How pleasant it
was not to be alone after ~ll - two English lads arrived, (brothers from Bradford)
fresh from the Cassin route on the Piz Bad±le ,. also 5 Frf,nchmen and 1 female,
this did not stir me aE! it might ~nder normal circumstlUlccs. At 4.30 the French
mcve,l up the small Dru ql-acier, 11e ".,re not fe''' behind and our English compnnions
trailed us for a time.

We all moved up to thu foot of the Ryan-Lochmatter couloir, only to find
the only way over the rimaye ""s via its ri,],ht or left bank. -'!e rrttack0d the·
left - this '1'OS .... steep pitch of 150 ft which brought us into the couloir which
\</e climbed fOIl 3 or 4 rope lengths \lithout any difficulty.

Above the couloir the r~cks jutGed out merging here and there into over­
hangs, our line moved right, across le~ges and uv cr~cks "'nd chimneys until we
reGched the Rate au de Chevre crack - I always wondered wh-t this me~t- it
means "rat up a pump" bec:luse this is Hhat it felt like forcing one's shuulders
.=d rucksacl< up a chimney choked ,Iith ice and just sheulaer .. idth. Derek said
it was strenuous, this I felt was an undcrstnt~ment, as I rolled out at the top
onto Cl nl1rrl·'" 3xposod le dgo, flaked out.

- . /contd •••••••
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li.cross this n,..:rrc.w ledge- \>!c t::--uv0rsocl t ...,; th~ fo(·t of the L~"nb3rt cr'~cl{o

Here ~le caught up \li th uur li'r\jncl1 fril..:i1ds \JhC' dc:re desc ..... ncling owing t,') their
rope being cut by f'llling st.:..nus frcm the Iiichc. '0 lost a vital h0ur her"
w~iting - the English lnd& had dis~fpe9r~c far above - th0 French hnd not
finished rappelling frcm the Nicho _ our spirits vier'" low - should we go do,m?
Just then f"r above, Cl shout driftecl down nlhll >r"it for you on the edge of the
Niche". Burgess st~rt0d up the Ln~burt, which wns pegged where necessary, except
fur: steP.ling ::m to a sling tc surn,;unt th." bulge~nd d0dging stunes - it wasn't
at all b.::td. \'!e lftndoc1 in 0. vory 11)os8 coul\.Jir, this \0I$.5 uhure the stones v10l.... e

f~.lling ~,nd Derek VI'S b01"yed . n the right wall under an ovurh:mg ,;hen I arrived.

Pete Scott h.~d ndvise,l us to exit right - it l(J~ked for':Jiclable - tl'/in
chimneys like cr~cks choked with ice - ~ slippy hard trnverec - n difficult
swing round a corner and up into a crnck, 20 ft ~bcve ~ difficult step on to a
v-er1rical! ,-nll·~ .vary ·oxposad -. a s\;ing up. on a -pC!: il"itu a groove - pant, g-runt,
gru::m [cnd the top - 150 ft of the best. 'rh:le '-pitcn w;;sn't e,,,'en ,ill>scribed, cert­
ainly a go~d VS - we muv~d up to the Niche in h~zy c0nditions, it wns deserted ­
a smnll dinner tGblv of rock flew over my shouldur.

lie crus "cd the ice vf the Niche in 2 ',r 3 ropa l(mgths l'''Ssillg above the
edge of the \Jest face. I'ho v0rtie,'21ity 'Jf a r·mte like tho Dru tends to press
on onc ~ftc.r " I;hile - ()ur spirits ""'rc a bit .luw, r;articul.=ly as it '.ClS raining
c..nd \'!0 had tllJ m'":l.jor difficulti~}6 tv come - I c.:':t.nn(;t remember ."111 the pitches now,
but they IJ1E::re ccrt:-..inly strclluc;us - same [;:J; ...rc t;1nn cthers - one pitch th:lt dc-cs
st,~ncl 'Jut NnB a sl~nting dieure '·,ith l"ybC'.c!<. finger crnek fer 30 ft., then
swinging round rt corner from 0. vlt't'Jden \oJcdgc - a finger tr0.VCrS0 cnd snntching 3.t
n cc!rner cr:1ck bcfo~e ny f'inc;ers (:pcned o tl1his follcwud by tbc EurtinGtte crf.\ck -.
this agnin w~s v"ry st~enucus. I h,d difficulty st~~ving int,) it ~s it VI~S

bott(,mless - nbove, onc sl<ung on j,ms, pegs f'nc1 anything else one c0uld find.

Time h:tcl flo\'!n during this stce:p sccti.~n t~.f thv Dru - it 1.'1<.1.:3 7 ,.)1 cIccle ,2nd
our n(:\-} r .pv ~""1S t,.....nglc.·l - He ',10uld nE.~Vvr r(;i1ch th~ bivou..... c sites 'nt;t'.r the sumr:it

1'h0 ,:-;-. in thing hO'levcr, '-"f'S th,"',t the most difficult climbing VI".S bclcw, but
n stt:.rrJ seemed il!.1min.:::nt :1nd DE::rck I':1:'tl.la :Jnc vf th(IS0 m':Jmcntuu3 st:':.tcrlGnts "this
is the f!10st sori·'.us p(/siti~n I hf".vc l;Vcr b0cn in, un n ni' untainH ..:. hc~.ring

sd'Jething like this from l3erek r.1ac1u my spirits go d,J\o,Jn to m~:r boots. 't: to'-.k
stuck of our situ:1ti('n - \10 \h.:rc ~t t c foot ~f th<: uxit chiI!incys, :l,n overhGJ."1g
tu our right, a. 6 11 \·jide ler:ge untlcrfoot ub ...'ut 3' l_,ng cr.Jv0r(;~1 in ice, but \.,.0 1o'ro1'''­

optimistic itS \11J thuught 'dO c\.'uld oxcnvntc r. c1Gce.:nt ledge, c:....vdr it Hith Digger
·'IilliD.~s gr ..... cn pl:lstic :'"'nd cl.;),ng10 some over Dllr h(; .....;15. If it did net do :ll1ythin(;'
else, i t bl,~ tt0~ out thv c1ro.;:p - th,... best He c ul\.~ do with th6 lCc1gc \'1[,,5 D.b,.:~ut Cl
foot ''lide - th" r"st 1;'Jrkec1 "l<ny - If0 put "ur fo'_ t in slings, h:'.d '" brow :'.nd
existed. I ne,rly pushc::' Derok ~ff \.hen I turned si,lcw.?,ys to got my fc.et up
to relc~,s{; strcil t,,;f! my c0.rtilc(~C;"'" it W~5 Cl ICing night - ,'re sm.:kcd .:\nd occc.sion­
ally stuck our he·,ds out like 0strichcs - f.:>r bol(M brinl<le(l. thc lights of
ChCtm-.:nix. I t III sure \V'c br th \.Jishod I'Tv Hw:re thero. tlJrning C[lf.1C, it ...·IClS fine .:1nc1
ccld - Jur g:,mble in Engl ~l1l: h:c<l p ..... id "ff.

/cvntd •••••••••
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..,io mnc.lo our 'tiny up the: chir:;m0y for 400 ft ir so - it lll .....S pretty icy but
this did n~lt dot-:r us - \'fO llcre:: r..t:',r the t0P v/hicd. is \Ih tt ':U C"iJe f,Jr -~ •••••
V::ic sl belo! \Ul r'.spir.:mt e;uidc nn" frionc'. \'lhu h:l.d g,tno vII r ~ute, they c::u~c

up while w w~it cl - it w,s sugS~st ,1 li, raPvcl Jwn tvgvther w~ich wc ~cCGptcd

glndly - they hCtu u thick rope. Th~ descent is very l~bourivus, r.,ppel fter
rnppel - wc reached the Chnrp0~s glacier at abcut 6 o'cl~ck v8ry, very tirGc.l.
We decided tJ d~sc nd tJ the valley stJpping for u brew n fe~ hundred feet
~bove the ~er de Gluc. I did not re~lise then, but this w~s g,ing t~ be the
difforenc8 betw0en sleo~ing snu3 nnd w~rm in the VQll~y ~~d Dy 3rd bivcunc of
the r,.)ute.

Fe kic]~0d uur bre.; .)vcr ':\.cci<.hmtJ y <'.n,'. then fellc.· iO it by kic1'ing lve:r the
s_'up - illoSt dcpre:ssing- so we pr sl3:::d en \lithl..ut any f ... ud or crink. Cr .ssing the
side mor~ines of the Mor d Glace ~t this point is vcry difficult; we did not
realis0 how much, until Doruk went ~ne side 0f '> b0ulder nnJ I the ~thcr, and thn
~1as the last we saw of o,ch othcr until ~riving in the v~lley the next day.
Time 1!T:::S clis:....ppe,ring f-:st rtnr:" I h·'.d nlro:-...dy slippc:l •••• base 0ver ,,-pax, when I
reqlis\.:d th::,t if I did n,;t g~t vn the gl':1.cier SUGn I ~J .'uJilhavo tw bivvy in the
monn:Lnes.

I oade ~ deter ined efflrt ~d cut dir ctly f~r the high~st p~int vf the
gl""..cLr th.-,t Wr'.::: visible - nt ab ,ut 8 0 30 p.f3. I emerged. It h~ 1 obvic.,usly bl::cn
r~ining recently ns the ice wns like glass - in the half light most unpleasant.
After nn inv lunt.::~ry dive across n crev:1sse, I cramp·med up. This made quito Cl
~iffer0nc0 but the sh:-...nes of night were falling f~st. I eventu~lly c~mc t Cl
crcv,ssc und r the Dru th~t split the gl~ci0r fr~m side t~ side.

I made reper..t<.;u cffCJrts to get tCl,mrds the Muntcnver side but in thu c'L:,rk
o.nd torchlcss, I ci)ul. n ,t m~.ke Q. go. 1. spoil hc,p under the lip o,Jf a. cr -vasse
w S Dy pillovl. I trr'"'.ngc<' S0l!iC pla.stic ag:'.in, get out my Fi de and Duvet, v/hich
were buth wet fr m the pr0vi,us night but it w~s he~ven tc b0 lying n~wn. I was
very tired - I lit n cigGrutte ~nn sp~tted high u~ on the gl~cier w~ll a. torch ­
it wa.s D\.:rek. I shouted :--.nd struck ma.tches but I cuI,'. not henr wh,t hc \1"'.S

saying - I knew he cvulu not return.

It ~·r:.....s n"t tuu b~lt: ...~t first -.nll I probnbly duzed for '1. fe\'1 minutes [lnd '>11
sorts ef thvught, p.".sSCtl thr.,mgh my he::o.d - but abov..; nIl there 1Ims thl:: w~rm feeli1
of h:-...ving sc~lcd the; Nurth F~cc I~f the DRU. These t~vughts were unfortunClt~ly

thrust frc.-ID r: c .~s I bccnm coh1....::r <"n c~ lder, for h :urs I pre::;sell my knees togeth
~nd die press-ups. EVGntu:~lly, I s'"'.t up ~~ w~tched the grey dnwn Clvpear over
the Aiguille RJugesso ht ~bcut 5 o'clock I weB up stamping my feet, the exit
if".S 0'>SY. I ~e,c~ed Cha.monix ut 7 a.. 1. tireu, hungry, but very happy•••••••

Hay Handlcy.
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